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Sundays Under the Southern Cross   
                         Mary Coloe  PBVM    

Yes, you have heard today’s Gospel 
parable before but did you ever re-
alise that the point of the parable is 
not the younger son who wastes his 
father’s money? This story sets the 
scene for the introduction of the 
second son, the older “stay-at-
home” brother. To understand this 
parable take notice of the context. 
Jesus is at a meal surrounded by tax 
collectors and sinners, people just 
like the younger son. The good, re-
ligious people of Jesus’ time are 
scandalised by this behaviour. They 
complain about Jesus’ dinner com-
panions. The parable is directed to 
them. They are like the older son in 
the story. Their lives have been 
faithful to their Jewish Law and 
now Jesus, apparently a man of 
God, spends more time with out-
casts and sinners. “What about us?” 
they complain. 

But notice how they miss the point. 
The older son has been living a 
sterile life, not really in relation-
ships with this father. He has been 
like a “slave” and he distances him-
self from his father and his brother - 
“this son of yours”. Even though he 
stayed at home, his relationships 
are dead. It is the younger son who 
discovers a living and loving father 
when he knows he doesn’t deserve 
one. 

The father’s love is a gift. Neither 
son earns it, nor deserves it. God’s 

love is like this - totally, even irra-
tionally given. This is the love that 
Jesus reveals as he lives out God’s 
welcome to all. The father in the 
parable welcomes both sons and 
invites both to join the celebration. 
We are all freely invited into the 
kin-dom of God, but we cannot be 
choosy about our table companions. 
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