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With the new experience of th

Luke is the only Gospel writer to .
Spirit as a power and presence

give a forty-day time frame for the
events of Easter, followed by Jesus’
return to his Father, followed ten
days later by the gift of the Spirit.
This time frame may well be gov-
erned by the Jewish liturgical calen-
dar where the Feast of Pentecost or
‘First Fruits” occurs fifty days after
Passover (Easter). The Ascension
celebrates an experience of the
early Christian communities. There
was a time when they knew Jesus
of Nazareth. He lived among them
and they were attracted by his vi-
sion of God’s reign. Then, follow-
ing his death, there where brief mo-
ments of his presence. But there-
came a time when even these Risen
appearances finished. The time of
the Jesus bound by human history
had come to an end.

ther is not a cause of grief but or
of joy for now people of all timeg
can share the experience of thog
first disciples.

Mary Coloe PBVM

And yet, when they gathered to
share their memories and to cele-
brate the Lord’s Supper, they knew
that he was still a presence in their
midst. In fact, in the absence of Je-
sus of Nazareth, they had a new
certainty of faith and an enthusiasm
for spreading the Gospel message.
This empowering and enlivening
presence they called the Spirit,
drawing on the words of their Jew-
ish Scriptures that described the
power of God’s Spirit in people’s
lives. The Greek word for the
power of the Spirit isdunamis
from where we get words such as
‘dynamic’ and ‘dynamite’.

their lives, Jesus’ return to his Fa-
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