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SEASONS

Newsletter of the Catholic Parish of St. Thomas More, Mount Eliza

Twelfth Sunday in Ordinary Time

20th June, 2010

PCC=Parish Community Centre
U=Undercroft C=Church

Diary

e Monday
St Vincent de Paul Meeting, 9am,U
Peninsula Young Vinnies Info Night
7.30pm, St Macartan’s P/House

e Tuesday
Contempl Prayer, 8.45am, C
STM Day School Mass, 9.15am, C
Prayer Group, | lam, Judy Linton’s
e Wednesday
I'st Eucharist Class, 7.30pm, U

313 Canadian Bay Rd
Mount Eliza Vic. 3930
Phone: 9787 7777

Fax: 9787 9734

Email: stm@satlink.com.au
Web: www.stm-mteliza.org

Parish Priest

Fr. Laurie Pearson
Pastoral Associate
Maria Newbigin

Parish Planning Team

Fr. Laurie Margaret Carr
Anne Davey Tim Hogan
Maria Newbigin  peter Whyte
Mary Cameron  Adel Cowie
Mass Times
Monday No Mass
Tuesday 9.15am
Wednesday (Foll. By ~ 9:15 am
Holy Hour)
Thursday 9.15am
Friday (No School 9.15am
Mass)
Saturday (Vigil) 6.00pm
Sunday 8.00am
10.00am

Reconciliation
Saturday 5.00pm - 5.30pm

Baptisms

are held on the Ist & 3rd Sundays
of each month at 11:30 am or at
any of the Parish Masses on the
2nd, 4th or 5th Sundays. A com-
pulsory preparation night for
parents takes place on the first
Tuesday of each month in the
Parish  Community Centre at
7:30 pm.

Respect and Reverence

At our Liturgy Planning meeting this week we spent
some time reflecting on and discussing the responses
from the Holy Week and Easter services. We will

take the information into account as we continue to
i - plan for upcoming liturgies. One issue was raised

B “ which we felt needed to be brought to everyone’s
attention. This was about talking in church.

We are all very aware of the need for respect and reverence within the
church and for those wishing to pray quietly before and after Mass. Un-
necessary noise; talking, phones ringing and so forth; can all be very dis-
tracting, especially when others are trying to remain focussed on the cele-
bration of the Eucharist.

The Mass is not a private action, it is community uniting in worship of
their God. We are called, and challenged at times, to see Christ in those
we meet. This then is part of our coming together for worship as well. To
ignore someone who is suffering, be that from illness, bereavement, lone-
liness, financial issues, relationship difficulties, crisis of faith, because
they are in church before or after Mass is not responding to the Christ in
them. Nor are we responding to Christ in another who wishes some quiet
undisturbed time for their own private prayer prior or after Mass.

It is then with respect, reverence, and our challenge to see Christ in every-
one we meet that we must enter into our Holy place of worship. If you are
speaking to someone please do not share your words with everyone in the
church. Constantly in life we have to compromise, including when we
come together for worship. Let us all give consideration and respect to
everyone else in our worshipping community when we gather for prayer,
worship and sacrament. Let us all take on the task of seeing Christ in eve-
ryone we meet, no matter where that may be, even in church.

This week is Refugee Week. The following prayer is from the Australian
Catholic Social Justice Council.

Loving God, no one is a stranger to you.

Watch ever and be present to refugees and asylum seekers,
those separated from their loved ones, those who are lost
and those who have been exiled from their homes.

Bring them safely to the place where they long to be.
Inspire us to welcome the stranger

and to offer hospitality to those in need. Amen.
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We pray for...

Those who have died recently
Douglas Clark (John’s nephew), Louise Collins

Those whose anniversaries fall at this time
Lorma Marshall, Kath Thompson, Eunice Merkus,
Melinda Mitchell, Luis Manuel Teixeira

and the Sick

Baby Sullivan Roger Johnson (Helen Anderson’s
grandson), Ron Ko, Leo Mulcahy, Alan Conto,
Lewis Lewis, Miguel De Barbosa-Mendonca, Liz
Wheeler, Arie Peeperkoorn, Margaret Hill, Bill
Oakes, Harry O’Beirne, Allan Pursell, John Dale,
Baby Peter Kost, Barbara Leary, Kate Cameron,
Fr. Dan McMahon, Cheryl, Linda Watschur, Mary

McKenzie, Noeleen Walker, Carmel McKane, Sr.
Helen Nichols, Jo Pendlebury, Leonie Bradley,
Frank Butler, Anne Horton, Kylie Mazoletti, Diana
Espino, Edward Riordan, Gillian Richards, Eve
Parker, Susan Jones, Pamela Wilson, Rod Van
dewert, Judy Linton, Lorraine Curtain, Henrique
Mendonca, Margaret Beale, Alex Kelly, Mary Lau-
ren, Michaela Baker, Fr. Peter Robinson, Fr. Joe
McMahon, Sonia Webb, Nina Lion, Baby Matilda,
Robert Fitzgerald, Steven Daniels, Giovanni Laz-
zaro, Carol Mason and all of the sick at the
George Vowell Centre and Ranelagh Gardens
Nursing Home.

Liturgy -Twelfth Sunday in Ordinary Time

First Reading: Zechariah 12:10-11, 13:1
They will look on the one whom they have pierced.

Responsorial Psalm:
My soul is thirsting for you, O Lord my God.

Second Reading: Galatians 3:26-29
You who have been baptised have put on Christ.

Gospel Acclamation:

Alleluia! alleluia! My sheep listen to my voice,
says the Lord; | know them, and they follow
me. Alleluia!

Gospel: Luke 9:18-24
You are the Messiah sent by God. It is necessary
for the Son of Man to suffer much.

Next week’' s
| Kings 19:16.19-21
Galatians 5:1.13-18

Luke 9:51-62

readings:

6Take

up your

crosses every da

Luke 9:23

FIi nanci al

Thanksgiving

Amount received last week.............cueu...... $2138
Average since start of Campaign................ $3446
Pledged per week ..o $3664
Presbytery

Amount received last week.................. $755

Thanks to all of you who give so generously to support our parish.

Matter s

Morning Tea

Your hosts this week are Ruth Pusic
and Katie Rodgers.

You are all warmly invited to linger for

a cuppa and an opportunity to get to
know some other members of your parish com-
munity better.

Your hosts next week will be Beatrice Rodriguez
and Gui Hone.

an
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Parish Group Activities
@ St Vincent de Paul Society Victoria Prayer Group
g‘;\‘y& Good Works In t.he shadows of your wings, | sing for joy.
¥ The next meeting of the St Vincent de Paul I cling to you, and your hand keeps me safe.
Psalm 63

will be held on Monday, 21st June at 9.30am in the
Undercroft.

If you can spare an hour of your time and would
like to do something for those less fortunate than
yourself in our community, come along and learn
more about the work of the St Vincent de Paul So-
ciety.

All parishioners are welcome.
Peninsula Young Vinnies
Night

The Young St Vincent de Paul group are holding an
information night at St Macartan’s Parish House,
Drake Street, Mornington on Monday, 2lst June
@7pm. For more information or to RSVP contact
Emily on 0421 471 157 or Jacinta on 0439 118
568 or go to www.vinnies.org.au

STM Social Club
Wine and Cheese Night in the Undercroft on Fri-
day, 9th July commencing at 6.30pm. Cost: $10.

Julie Anthony In Concert, Frankston Arts Centre,
Friday, 6th August at 10.30am. For bookings see
Carolyn Gascoigne @ the Social Club Meeting on
July 6th.

Holy Hour
All parishioners are invited to the Holy
Hour every Wednesday, directly after
Mass. Some may wish to stay for the
full hour, others may come for a few
minutes or a short time. Everyone is
: most welcome to spend a little time in
Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament.

Silent prayer in the Church from
8.45am-9.15am followed by Mass.

dren’s Liturgy
Catherine Hogan and Gabrielle Dole
will lead the children in an exploration
b of this week’s Gospel. Please encour-
4 :/ age your children to join them.

The Prayer Group will gather together this coming
Tuesday, 22nd June, at the home of Judy Linton, 3
Picnic Street, Frankston South, from I|lam to
[2:30pm. We will read and discuss the Gospel of
Luke 9:18-24. Everyone is most welcome. Judy’s
phone number is 9775 2522.

Contemplative Prayer
Group

oOLet tiny drops
through your dayo.

Congratulations to John & Maureen
Taylor who were married at St
Monika’s Church, Walkerville, Ade-
laide on the 24th June 1950.

We hope you have a wonderful 60th
Wedding Anniversary.

Humour
A young woman went to her doctor, complaining of
pain.
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Are You (Falrly) New To Our Parish?

ba Are you new to our Parish? We would
’ love to invite you to a meal at Fr. Lau-
rie’s house to enjoy the company of
® other parishioners, both old and new.

N Just fill in the form in the folder at the

&7 Church porch and we will be in touch.
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What ' s

Part/Full Time Melbourne YCW Pro-

ject Officer.

The Melbourne Young Christian Workers (MYCW)
is seeking expressions of interest for the position/s
for a Part/Full Time Melbourne YCW Project
Officer to work with current YCW members, link-
ing with international students through establishing
and implementing English conversation classes, par-
ishes within the Melbourne Archdiocese and net-
works connected with the MYCW.

We are looking for a worker that is self motivated,
who has proven written and verbal communication
skills as well have appropriate IT and word process-
ing skills and effective organisation skills. As well as
someone who has a passion for social justice across
a wide range of areas; experience in paid work and
study; and will have an understanding and openness

Happeni

ng EI

Donor Relations Officer

Have you always wanted to make a difference by
helping disadvantaged and vulnerable people? An
excellent opportunity exists to join Centacare
Catholic Family Services’ Fundraising and Develop-
ment team. This part time (2.6 days p/w) position
will further develop relationships with our estab-
lished donors.

The successful candidate must possess:

e Excellent interpersonal skills and the ability to
relate well to people of varied ages and background,
particularly older people.

e Understanding and demonstrated commitment
to the mission of Centacare Catholic Family Ser-
vices

e Preferably at least 5 years work experience in
relationship building roles

sewh

to YCW methodology.
© methiodology An attractive salary package is offered. For further

details go to www.centacaremelbourne.org. Any-
queries call Ralph Roath, 9287 5529. Applications
close on Monday, 12th July 2010 and should be sent
to recruitment@centacaremelbourne.org.au

If you have a passion for justice for young people
email Bridget Flood at bridget.flood@ycw.org.au or
call 0421 787 117 for a detailed job description/
further information. Applications close July 2" 2010.

Anyone Who Loses His Life For My Sake. . W

Pierre Claverie was born in Algeria in 1938. He grew up in a loving family of pieds noirs, French people who
had settled in Algeria. He said he lived in a “colonial bubble”, completely cut off from the majority Arab
population. As a young man he was called to the priesthood and joined the Dominicans in France. Despite
the political upheavals, he wanted to return and serve in Algeria. He steeped himself in the Arab culture,
learning the language and living close to the people. He wanted to bear witness to Christ’s call to reconcilia-
tion between races.

In 1981, Pierre Claaverie was made Bishop of Oran. Christians in the region were few in number and sur-
rounded by a dominant Muslim population. As Muslim fundamentalists became more powerful, Christians
were threatened and several members of religious orders were assassinated. Pierre became increasingly
aware of the danger he was in, but in this situation he also deepened his understanding of the cross. He did
not leave but stayed to bear witness to the love of Jesus and his promise of life. In 1996 he and his Muslim
driver were blown up by a terrorist bomb.

Like the disciples, we get used to Jesus’ company. We too are dazzled by his miracles and his teaching. We
are used to seeing the cross as a decoration on the church wall or as a piece of jewellery. We have heard his
words about the cross many times before.

But let’s today try to hear those words anew, as if we were hearing them for the first time. Is what he says
true? Must we risk losing our life in order to gain it? Can’t we just carry on in the same old way, where our
religion does not really make many demands on us but gives us comfort? Surely we can save our life but not
lose it?

At some stage each one of us will be called to live out the promises of our baptism, which call us to die with
Christ in order to live with him. It may not be as dramatic a choice as was faced by Bishop Pierrre Claverie,
life or death, but it may involve a choice against racism, status-seeking, the worship of money; or it may mean
making the hard decision to follow the moral and social teaching of the Church when the society around us
may ridicule us for it. Then we can make the choice for ourselves: do we really believe in Christ’s words,
that losing our life for his sake will bring us true life?
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