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In the rhythm of the 
Church year Lent is 
the time to stop and 
look within, facing 
the inner truth of our 
lives. The ashes of 
Wednesday remind 
us of the stark reality 

of our humanness, our finitude. Our 
identity is shaped by our mortality 
and yet in the busy-ness of our lives 
we can try to deny this. “I am invin-
cible!” we cry with our new tech-
nologies and new medical triumphs. 
This is the core human temptation - 
to deny our humanity and forget 
our utter dependency on the God 
who holds us in life. Our life is not 
our own. It is God-given. It is lent. 

The Gospel shows us Jesus facing 

similar temptations. The first and 
third scenes begin with the words, 
“If you are the Son of God…”. The 
Tempter is questioning Jesus on the 
very central fact of his life, his 
identity as Son. Prior to this scene 
Jesus was acclaimed by a heavenly 
voice at his Baptism, “You are my 
beloved Son.” Luke then traced Je-
sus ancestry back through the gen-
erations to “the son of Adam, the 
son of God”. Jesus’ identity is 
shaped by his relationship with God 
and this is what the Tempter strikes 
at. Food, power, safety are the ex-
ternals. The real temptation put to 
Jesus and put to all of us is to deny 
the truth of our identity, for in and 
with Jesus, we are all children of 
God. 
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(Continued on page 3) 

Sundays Under the Southern Cross   
                         Mary Coloe  PBVM    
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