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The Jewish name for this feast is
“First Fruits” for its origins lie in an

ancient harvest festival when the
summer fruits are ripe for harvest-
ing. Later it took on a religious

meaning celebrating the gift of the
Law to Moses as the first fruits of
the Exodus. Luke gives us the time
frame that the Spirit came to the
disciples fifty days after Easter|
(pinte- fifty) and some scholars see
in this Luke’s theology that the
Spirit is the first fruit of the Risen |
Jesus. Certainly, with the gift of the}

Spirit there is a flourishing of the §

Gospel message within the first
community.

The Spirit is called “The Advocate”
or “The Paraclete” in the Gospel of
John, and the role of the Spirit is to
teach and remind the disciples o
Jesus’ words. These are functiong
that happen within a community
where people gather to share sto
ries, to ask questions, to try to find
meaning in the events of their lives.
Jesus promises that when Christian
gather for this purpose they will not
be alone. Jesus promises that he
and the God he calls “Father”, will
make their home with us, and the
Spirit will be there to guide and
enlighten us.

We sometimes say to visitors,
“Make yourself at home”; today’s
Gospel invites us to speak these
words to God, “Make yourself at
home in my life”. One difference is

that visitors come and go where;
Jesus promises a presence to
with us forever. God may even b
more “at home” within our lives
than we are.
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