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Our “pilgrimage” to Turkey finally 
begins at Tullamarine this (Sunday) 
afternoon. There are 27 in our 
party, most of whom are parishion-
ers of STM or are relatives or 
friends. We are most disappointed 
for David and Gabrielle Dole who 
for personal reasons have had to 
withdraw… I know they were both 
looking forward to the experience 
and it is a real shame for them. 

On arrival in ISTANBUL  early on 
Monday morning our first activity 
is a cruise on the Bosphorus which 
divides the city and is in fact the 
separation of Europe and Asia. On 
Tuesday we will visit the Basilica 
of Hagia Sophia (built by Constan-
tine the Great in the 6th century), 
the Topkapi Palace and the famous 
Blue Mosque before flying on the 
following morning (Wednesday) to 
Kayseri (Caesarea in biblical times) 
in the region of Cappadocia - the 
Christian heroes who were signifi-
cant here include St Paul, St Philip 
and St Basil the Great. 

One of the highlights for us on 
Thursday will be an exploration of 
the underground city that was a ref-
uge carved out in the early Chris-
tian era as a safe haven from perse-
cutors. In the evening we will see 
the famous Whirling Dervishes…. 
This is not a concert but the oppor-
tunity to experience another kind of 
spirituality. 

We will journey to Konya (ancient 
Iconium) on Friday. St Paul and St 
Barnabas came here in 47AD and 
we are told that their preaching 
“was accompanied by many mira-
cles”. On Saturday we will drive to 
Pammukale by way of Pisidian 
Antioch. It was here that St Paul 
changed world history by opening 
Christianity to the pagan world and 
we will see St Paul’s Basilica and 
the Temple of Augustus. Pammu-
kale is thermal region and at the 
end of our day we will enjoy some 
real relaxation in the warm spa pool 
at our hotel. So it’s not all hard 
work!! 

Please keep us in your prayers for a 
safe and fulfilling journey. We will 
certainly remember our loved ones 
and fellow parishioners in our times 
of reflection and in our Masses. 

More to follow next week…... 
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