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The small section of John 13 that 
we hear today lies at the heart of the 
Johannine Gospel message “Love 
as I have loved”. To be a Christian 
is to live and to love, with Jesus as 
the measure of what life and love 
look like. The Gospel mentions Ju-
das and if we are to understand 
what Jesus means by love we need 
to remember that up until this stage 
in the Gospel Judas has been pre-
sent. He is one of Jesus’ own who 
gather for his final meal. Judas has 
had his feet washed by Jesus and 
received from Jesus’ hand the mor-
sel of bread. Jesus willingly gives 
of himself even to one who will be-
tray him. 

This is Jesus’ definition of love - a 
giving of self even when that will 
not be reciprocated, even when that 
love will be rejected and betrayed. 
This is not a romantic fuzzy feeling, 
but the tough faithful love asked of 
disciples. It’s the love seen in fami-
lies where parents give themselves 
to the care of their children even 
when it seems their care is not ap-
preciated. It’s the love seen when 

adult children give themselves to 
the care of an aged parent who can 
no longer remember them. It’s love  
in sickness and in health, in good 
times and in bad. 

The sign of discipleship is love as 
Jesus loved. This means that disci-
pleship can never be measured by 
one hour in church each week. Dis-
cipleship is best measured in the 
family home, in our places of work, 
on the bus, in the street.�

Sundays Under the Southern Cross   
                         Mary Coloe  PBVM    

Please remember us and pray for us 
as our “pilgrimage” continues… 

Pammukale is famous for its lime-
stone terraces and hot springs, but 
also has special significance as the 
centre of a whole area which 

marked the seven churches of the 
Book of Revelation, especially 
Laodicea and Philadelphia. After 
visiting these sites today (Sunday) 
we will travel to the resort town of 
Kusadasi where we will celebrate 

(Continued on page 4) 
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Mass in our Hotel. 

Actually we will stay for three nights at Kusa-
dasi and from there we will visit Ephesus on 
Monday, one of the most popular destinations 
in Turkey. It is here that one tradition has it that 
St John brought the Virgin Mary after the cruci-
fixion and that she lived in a small stone house, 
now a popular place of pilgrimage for Chris-
tians and Muslims. 

Tuesday is our “Greek Island” day. Patmos is a 
small Greek Island and our private charter ferry 
will have us there in time for lunch. Patmos is 
mentioned in the Book of Revelation and its 
introduction states that its author, John, was on 
Patmos when he was given (and recorded) a 
vision from Jesus. As such Patmos is a destina-
tion for Christian pilgrimage. 

On Wednesday we will celebrate Mass at the 
church of St Polycarp at Izmir (Smyrna in bibli-
cal times). Polycarp was an early member of the 
Christian church in Smyrna and was bishop 
there from 115 to about 156AD when he suf-
fered martyrdom….a really interesting person. 
A fashion show in leather goods will be ar-
ranged for us on our way to Izmir. 

On our way to Cannakale on Thursday we will 
drive to the hauntingly beautiful Pergamon. We 
will visit Troy. It’s an extraordinary place 
which has the partly visible remains of no less 
than 9 cities superimposed one upon another. 
Troy 6 pertains to the famous Trojan War of 
Homer where the legendary heroes included 
Achilles, Ulysses and Nestor on the Greek side 
and Paris and Hector on the Trojan 

side….mainly fighting for the affection of the 
beautiful Helen. 

A short ferry journey across the strategic water-
way the Dardanelles - and we will land in 
Europe. A short drive down to Gallipoli. We 
visit Anzac Cove, the Ceremonial Platform, 
Lone Pine and the Museum. We will hold our 
own service of remembrance and return to Can-
nakale to reflect on the experience, That’s Fri-
day - Day 13! 

We will leave Cannakale pretty early on Satur-
day and drive back to Istanbul. It’s a fairly long 
drive, but we will arrive back in time to spend 
some good shopping time at the Grand Bazaar. 
It’s great fun, even (especially?) for those not 
into spending. We will celebrate Mass on this 
feast of the Ascension at our Hotel before our 
last dinner together at the Hamdi Restaurant. 
Hopefully Mehmet, our guide, who knows eve-
ryone in Turkey will get us a window table so 
that we can appreciate the spectacular night 
time with views over the city and the Sea of 
Marmera. 

Sunday - and the Carnival is over. About half 
our group is returning directly to Australia 
(arriving Monday evening) while others are us-
ing the opportunity to enjoy other experiences - 
Greek Islands, Britain, Ireland, various Euro-
pean destinations and even the United States. 

I’m using the opportunity to stay with some 
friends in Brisbane and will be back in Mt Eliza 
for Pentecost. After which the next thing to 
look forward to will be a wonderful “reunion”. 

(Continued from page 1) 
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(Continued from page 3) 


