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The Last Discourse of John’s Gos-

pel brings the disciples face to face

with the reality of Jesus’ absence.
He is returning to the Father and
will no longer be a physical pres-
ence with them. Jesus speaks of hi
going and he promises that he will
return and will continue to be a
presence in their midst with the Fa-
ther and the Spirit.

While these words are mysterious,
it is important to remember that
they were written around sixty

years after the death of Jesus. The
continued existence of the commu-
nity testifies that Jesus’ promise has

become a reality. This is a commu-
nity of believers who no longer

have the historical Jesus with them
and yet they continue to experience
his risen presence. A generation

who lived without ever knowing the
historical Jesus know through their
experience that God is still with
them.

The Holy Spirit is called the Para-
clete, a word that has its back-

ground in legal proceedings and is
sometimes translated as Advocate

or Counsellor. The Spirit is God on

our side as we face the trials and

troubles of our times. The Johan-
nine community were struggling to
develop their identity as they made

a break from Judaism. They also

had to deal with Rome and its atti-
tudes to new sects.

Those who live by the Gospel today

are promised that God’s Spirit is gn
our side as we confront a society
whose values often contradict those
of the Gospel. With this sure prom

ise, the believer can experience Je-
Ssus’ gift of peace.

Sundays Under the Southern Crops
Mary Coloe PBVM
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